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POINT DEFIANCE BYPASS 


Advocates 


Saw promise 
in new route 


Elliot Njus The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Rail advocates had expected to celebrate a breakthrough 
Monday for the Northwest passenger rail system, a $181 
million bypass that would shave time off the Portland-Se- 
attle loop, allowing trains to run at higher speeds and 
squeeze in more trips each day. 

Instead, the inaugural passenger train on the Point Defi- 
ance Bypass jumped the tracks, spilling cars from a freeway 
overpass onto Interstate 5 below. At least three people were 
killed and dozens injured. 

The much-anticipated route was intended to cut 10 min- 
utes off the stretch between Tacoma and Olympia by run- 
ning alongside I-5 instead of hugging the Puget Sound. It 
also had fewer curves — limiting the need to slow down — 
and single-track tunnels where passenger trains must yield 
to passing freight trains. 

It was part of Washington’s strategy to make rail more 
competitive with driving and flying, said Lloyd Flem, the 
executive director of the advocacy group All Aboard Wash- 
ington. “It’s beginning to work,” he said. “It’s not just dis- 
cretionary; you're starting to see business travel.” 

Flem said he worried Monday’s tragedy might curtail 
that success, though he pointed out that rail travel is statis- 
tically safer on a per-mile basis than traveling by car. 

“This is a terrible setback and a tragedy,” he said, noting 
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Three killed 
in derailment 


Cars from an Amtrak train lie spilled onto Interstate 5 below alongside smashed vehicles as some train cars remain on the 
tracks above on Monday in DuPont, Washington. Elaine Thompson, Associated Press 


A train traveling to Portland jumps the tracks 
onto southbound Interstate 5, snarling traffic 


Fedor Zarkhin The Oregonian/OregonLive 


An Amtrak train making the inaugural 
run of a new route between Portland and 
Seattle derailed at high speed early Mon- 
day morning near Olympia, killing three 
and sending more than 70 to hospitals 
when rail cars hurtled off an overpass onto 
vehicles traveling on Interstate 5 below. 

Authorities haven’t released the names of 
those killed or hurt when 13 cars of the Port- 
land-bound train jumped the tracks while 
traveling about 80 mph in DuPont, about 
40 miles south of Seattle. At least 10 victims 
suffered serious injuries, authorities said. 

Kimberly Reason with Sound Tran- 
sit, the Seattle-area transit agency that 
owns the tracks, confirmed to the Associ- 
ated Press that the speed limit at the point 
where the train derailed is 30 mph. Speed 
signs are posted 2 miles before the speed 
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zone and immediately before the speed zone 
approaching the curve where the train left 
the tracks, she said. 

Positive train control — a technology that 
can slow or stop a speeding train — wasn’t 
in use on the stretch of track, according to 
Amtrak President Richard Anderson. 

The Associated Press mid-afternoon Mon- 
day cited a U.S. official as saying the train hit 
something that sent it off the tracks. The offi- 
cial was not authorized to discuss the inves- 
tigation publicly and spoke on the condition 
of anonymity; by mid-evening that account 
had not been confirmed. 

Earlier reports had said as many as six 
were killed. But at a news conference early 
Monday night, officials with the Washington 
State Patrol and West Pierce Fire & Rescue 
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